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CASA’s Mission
CASA of the South Plains inspires, educates, and empowers 
solution-minded community members who are committed to 
supporting the best interest of children in the foster care system. 
Volunteer advocates create connections and promote nurturing 
relationships for the child and family, encouraging hope and 
healing. Through court appointment and collaborative efforts, 
volunteer advocates share informed recommendations for the 
well-being of the child.

CASA’s Vision
CASA of the South Plains’ vision is to provide every child in foster care with a 
CASA volunteer to advocate for their long-term well-being and best interest.

CASA’s Values
CASA of the South Plains exemplifies a volunteer-centered 
culture that promotes positive change in the lives of children in 
foster care and their families. We commit to honor all those we 
serve with passion for our mission, overcome barriers through 
professionalism and integrity, practice gratitude and respect, and 
encourage honesty and humility.
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Last year, 219 trained CASA Volunteers served 375 children in foster care across 
the South Plains. Thanks to their advocacy, 88 of these children were placed in safe, 
permanent homes. These numbers only scratch the surface of the true impact our 
volunteers make. Behind each statistic is a story of unwavering dedication and love.

CASA Volunteers do more than attend court hearings. They build lasting, trusting 
relationships with the children they serve. They advocate in classrooms to make sure 
educational needs aren’t forgotten. Because of their efforts, 85% of the children 
with a CASA advanced to the next grade level. They ensure medications are properly 
reviewed and push the system to do better at every turn. They show up when they’re 
needed most, and often when no one else does.

These volunteers are building a legacy of love, one child, one case, one life at a time.

Because of your support, through your time, your donations, and your in-kind gifts, 
52% of children in foster care in the South Plains had a CASA Volunteer in 2024. That 
is a number worth celebrating.

And yet, our work is far from over. Roughly 400 children in our community went 
without an Advocate last year. That reality continues to drive us. In the year ahead, we 
are committed to raising awareness, deepening community partnerships, and growing 
our program to close this gap and reach every child in need.

This work is not possible without you. Your belief in our mission makes it possible for 
CASA to empower more volunteers, serve more children, and advocate fiercely for 
their futures.

Thank you for being part of this movement, and for standing up for the children who 
need us most. Together, we are building something powerful: a community where 
every child has a voice, and every voice is heard.
 
With gratitude,

 
Jaclyn Morris

Jaclyn Morris,  
Chief Executive Officer

Dear Friends of CASA,
As I reflect on our mission and the goals we pursued over 
the past year, I continue to be inspired by the strength, 
compassion, and commitment of the CASA community. 

Every day, CASA of the South Plains works tirelessly to 
create a safe and hopeful future for children in foster 
care. Every event we host, every grant we write, and every 
connection we build supports our core mission: to ensure 
every child in foster care has a dedicated Advocate by 
their side, someone to amplify their voice and fight for 
their best interests in court, in school, and in life.
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CASA Staff
EXECUTIVE
Jaclyn Morris  
Chief Executive Officer

Lauren Westerberg  
Chief Operating Officer

Jade Dominguez	  
Chief Program Officer

PROGRAM 
Patti Castro 
Director of Advocacy  

Stephanie Anderson 
Advocacy Enrichment Manager

LeAnne Lopez 
Advocacy Program Manager 

Johanna Belford 
Collaborative Family  
Engagement Manager

Gabby Gutierrez	 
Anti-Trafficking Specialist/
Advocacy Coordinator

McKenna Shelton	  
Anti-Trafficking Specialist/
Advocacy Coordinator

Kristen Escobar	 
Senior Advocacy Coordinator

Karrie Peoples	  
Senior Advocacy Coordinator

Katie Roberts	  
Senior Advocacy Coordinator

Rylee Mumme	  
Advocacy Coordinator

Jordan Norton	  
Advocacy Coordinator

Ariana Oglesby	  
Advocacy Coordinator

Zana Oliver-Reed	
Advocacy Coordinator

Dylan Soliz	  
Advocacy Coordinator

Eric Ursua	  
Advocacy Coordinator 
 
TRAINING
Mary Jane Ritchey 
Training Director

RECRUITMENT
Tabitha Rendon 
Director of Community Outreach 

Kat O’Keefe	  
Volunteer Recruitment Specialist  
 
Silvia Zahn 
Community Outreach Specialist

MARKETING & 
DEVELOPMENT
Stacy Kelley	  
Sr. Development Director

Lauren White	  
Marketing & Events Director

ADMINISTRATIVE
Amanda White 
Grants & Operations Manager

Sherry Collins 
Accounting Administrator

Hope De La Garza 
Data & Evaluation Manager

Board of Directors
PRESIDENT
Trent Phillips

VICE PRESIDENT
Nick Reid

TREASURER
Becky Palmer

SECRETARY
Jericka Parker 

PAST PRESIDENT
Greg Couture

MEMBERS
Ellen Camper
Paul Carpenter 
Travis Isom 
Jeff Jaynes 
Ashleigh Johnson 
Brenda Martinez
Juanita Mendoza
Brad Nelson 
Katie Randolph  
Teresa Reffreger
Tyler Trout 
Lori Truitt

ADVISORY COMMITTEE
Dana Craig
Josh Franco
Greg Couture
Ariana Loera
Becca Moss
Leon Bentancourt
Meredith Kunkle



To learn how you can become a CASA Volunteer or to donate, call (806) 763-2272. 5

CASA of the South Plains 
 is of, and for, the communities we serve.
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Jennifer Adams
Lauren Adams
Rodger Advincula
Michele Alexander
Curtis Anderson
Ethan Arismendez
Lacey Arismendez
Bradie Armstrong
Clay Ashley
Yvonne Ashley
Mackenzie Ballard
Sofia Banjara
Jewelet Barnes
Terri Barnett
Gilbert Barrientos
Paul Bauernfeind
Amanda Baugher
Whitney Beal
Lexie Bennett
Mandy Bentley
Stephanie Bihl
Dylan Blackwell
Deborah Board
Melissa Bond
Crystal Borhani
JuLea Bouma
Jessica Bowling
Ashley Boyce
Angela Boyd
Jennifer Brooks
Gabby Brown
Hayli Brown
Morgan Bruning
Gayla Bursiaga
Lilly Camp
Janie Cano
Mehida Carrillo
Stephanie Casarez
Tristan Chancey
Crissy Chandler
Stu Childre
Terri Christensen
Bailey Church
Brandon Clayton
Thomas Cochran
Sabena Contreras
Mavrick Cruze
Dee Ann Curry

Patty D’Alise
Kari Davis
Kassandra Diaz
Ethan Didway
Mary Duenes
Susan Durham
Abigail Eberle
Jason Eckert
Manuela Espinoza
Bobbie Estes
Caghan Evans
Terri Faught
Polly Fowler-DeWitt
Rosie Frausto
Evan Gann
Nicole George
Jessicka Gonzales
Chalon Goodley
Kalee Sue Gore
Sara Gray
Elgin Gregg
Erin Gregg
Mikayla Grosz
YaYa Gurrola-Mares
Jennifer Gutierrez
Chelsie Hagar
Abby Hagemeier
Mike Haines
Clare Hall
Gladys Hardaway
Keri Henderson
RaKell Henderson
Jacie Henefey
Glenda Hicks
Tiffany Hicks
Megan Hollis
Courtney Holtzclaw
Connie Howell
Emilie Huber
Connie Hughes
Jackie Humphrey
Elizabeth Hunley
Virginia Hurt
Alicia Irwin
Katharine Johnson
Ric Johnson
Shannon Johnson
Jerry Jones

Maine Jones
Carlie Jones-McCleery 
Becky Joseph
Jessie Kinney
Michelle Kiser
Janet Kitten
Catherine Lammert
Julie Law
Ashlee Laycock
Belva Lester
Pam Lloyd
Frances Lofley
Angela Loving
Aimee Lozano
Taryn Lubbers
Andrea Lucero
Rachel Lutz
Lindsey Maestri
Lauri Mannon
Haley Marlow
Freddy Martinez
Gene Maxwell
Shara Dee McCaleb
Mattie McCombs
Kristyn McCoy
Tara McDonough
Kelly McQuaid
Jessica Medina
Diego Medrano
Michelle Melvin
Laura Milam
Leanna Mitchell
Melanie Mitchell
Juniper Moore
Mandi Moorhead
Leslie Morris
Devi Nair
Sherry Necessary
Natasha Newman
Gretchen Ogerly
Katelynn Olive 
Michelle Ostrander
Kara Page
Madison Pakenham
Cathy Palmer
Dusty Palmer
Lena Patrick
Louise PendletonV
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To learn how you can become a CASA Volunteer or to donate, call (806) 763-2272. 7
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Kate Pennington
Jacqueline Peters
Ethan Pham
Brandy Phillips
Michelle Pinedo
Mandy Popejoy
Deborah Price
Kathryn Quilliam
Jake Quintanilla
Brandie Rackler
Rachael Ragan
Jessica Ramirez
Maycee Redfearn
Kristie Reinhart
Katherine Reyes
Dee Rice
Robin Richardson
Emma Riddle
Lindsey Risdon
Kendal Roberts
Meredith Rodriguez
Campbell Roper
Morgan Roper
Karen Rosales
Alison Rowin

Heather Ruiz
Ruth Ruzicka
Marie Salas
Robin Sanders 
Sandra Sauceda
Debbie Savage
Cheri Sherley
Patrick Sherrill
Rachel Shipley
Betty Spain
Ken Spain
Jamie Spears
Audrey Spotts
Jennifer Spurrier
Heather Stewart
Lou Anne Stoddard
Sadie Sudduth
Sydnie Sudduth
Carole Sullivan
Bill Suter
Jeff Sweat
Chalia Tarango
Emily Tauch
Douglas Taylor
Emmalea Thacker

Sharon Thiel
Laurie Thobe
Marilee Thomas
Cari Townsend
Samantha Tweet
Oneal Underwood
Crystal Ursua
Jessica Vance
Sabrie Villegas
Stan Waddell
Chloe Walser
Diane Westerberg
Daniel Wheeler
Tiffany Whetzel
Cheyenne Wilkinson
Peggy Williams
Marianna Willingham
Lexie Wilson
Jackie Worley
Beth Wright
Sara Wylie
Amanda Young
Miranda Young
Susie Ysasaga
Jackie Zahn

375  Children in Foster Care served by  
219 CASA Volunteer Advocates.

Number of Donated  
Volunteer Hours

TOTAL: 7,246
Tax payer savings of  
county paid attorneys’ fees

TOTAL: $398,530
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88 Children  
Achieved  

Permanency

Age of Children Served by CASAAge of Children Served by CASA

Race/Ethnicity of Children Served by CASARace/Ethnicity of Children Served by CASA

Number of Children Who Achieved PermanencyNumber of Children Who Achieved Permanency

Revenue & Community Support
Total Grant Support: $883,614
Total Donations Including United Way: $445,094
In-Kind Donations: $251,070
CASA Special Events: $581,522
Interest/Other: $8,948
TOTAL = $2,170,248

Expenses
Program Services: $1,818,914
Fundraising: $167,842
Administrative $184,787
TOTAL = $2,171,543

Male Children  
Advocated For: 191 

Female Children  
Advocated For: 184

38.0 %38.0 %

 27.0 % 27.0 %

 28.0 % 28.0 %

 7.0 % 7.0 %

0-60-6   YYears Oldears Old
7-127-12   YYears Oldears Old

13-1713-17   YYears Oldears Old
18+18+   YYears Oldears Old
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BlackBlack
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24.0 %24.0 %

55.0 %55.0 % 14.0 %14.0 %

4.0 %4.0 %

OOtherther
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17.0 %17.0 %
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10.0 %10.0 %
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Appointed Special Advocates (CASA), Child Protective 
Services (CPS), and Community-Based Care (CBC) 

providers to identify, locate, and engage with 
family members and fictive kin in the creation and 

development of a lifetime network for young people in 
the foster care system, and their parents or caregivers.

2,4722,472
PARENT CONTACTS

197197
CFE TOOLS COMPLETED

122122
FAMILY MEETINGS HELDFAMILY MEETINGS HELD

195195
FAMILY CHILD CONNECTIONS



4601 S Loop 289, Suite 25  
Lubbock, TX 79424

(806) 763-2272 • www.casaofthesouthplains.org


